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EXTENDED ABSTRACT 
 

Stratigraphic relationships and paleoenvironmental interpretations of the Paleocene 
to Eocene Wilcox/Carrizo interval remain in flux, despite decades of studies.  The need 
for data to support source-to-sink models related to Gulf of Mexico hydrocarbon explo-
ration has driven an upsurge of interest in outcrop studies.  Much of the updip succes-
sion is poorly known in Central Texas, as outcrops only provide small and scattered win-
dows into the stratigraphy.  To resolve some of these issues, we have focused on outcrops 
in Bastrop County that span the Wilcox/Carrizo boundary (Fig. 1), using a combination 
of sedimentology, ichnology, and palynology. 

The generally accepted stratigraphic succession in Bastrop County, in ascending 
order, is Calvert Bluff and Sabinetown formations (sometimes combined) in the upper-
most Wilcox, with the Carrizo as the lowermost formation of the Claiborne.  The type 
Sabinetown, on the Texas-Louisiana boundary, consists mainly of glauconitic sand-
stones; potentially coeval deposits in the Bastrop vicinity are muddy to sandy upwards-
coarsening tidally-dominated parasequences.  Despite this marked difference, we contin-
ue the use of ‘Sabinetown’ for this unit pending formal proposal of a new formation 
name. 
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